
The Kishwaukee Valley Art League ( KVAL ) was formed in 1972 to support the arts in the Kishwaukee Valley area. Our purpose is to 
encourage the practice and appreciation of the arts in all media and to educate people within the community.

MAY 2011 Newsletter

MAY  MEETING
Board meeting: 6:30pm, Thursday, May 5, 2011, at the Unitarian Universalist Church, 
158 North Fourth St., DeKalb,IL
General meeting: 7:30pm, Thursday, May 5, 2011 at the same location. 
Refreshments will be provided this month by Linda Peterson and Carmen Armstrong.

  MAY PROGRAM

 Oil painter, Barbara Lipkin, will be the guest demonstrator 
at the next monthly meeting of The Kishwaukee Valley Art 
League. Lipkin will be demonstrating the principles of 
composition and color, and using some knife work to create 
texture and form in an oil landscape.
 The study of art has filled most of LipkinÕs life. After 
retiring from nursing, she went back to school and began serious 
work at the College of DuPage. Lipkin have also participated in 
many classes and workshops. She
teaches oil painting, pastel painting, and drawing and composition 
at the Naperville Park District (Naperville Art League). She has 
had many solo and group shows both locally and nationally.
 LipkinÕs work is generally representational, and somewhat 
Impressionistic. She uses a lot of bold color and texture.  She 
enjoys playing with the paint, sometimes using very thick paint, 
and other times using a lot of glazes to build up atmosphere. An 
online gallery of LipkinÕs artwork can be viewed at 
www.LipkinGallery.com.

      Yipes Stripes by
      Barbara Lipkin

http://www.LipkinGallery.com/
http://www.LipkinGallery.com/


CLUB NOTES
Letter from the President:
Our May meeting is the last we will have prior to our 40th Annual Northern Illinois Art Show, May 21-22. Please be 
sure to make it to this meeting to sign up to help.  Shifts are just 2 hours long and we really do need everyone's help to 
make the event run smoothly. There are some fantastic artists that will be there for you to meet and view their work! Your 
board has worked very hard all year long on this event. Please help us for this one weekend.
Thank you so much!
Erin Nolan, president@kval.com 

Plein Air Schedule: (see also attached flyer)
En Plein air is a French expression which means "in the open air", and is particularly used to describe the act of painting 
outdoors. The Kishwaukee Valley Art League has put together informal gatherings throughout this Spring to create out of 
doors. This is a trial run. More dates may be added this Summer and Autumn is participation levels warrant this.  Come to 
as many or a few sessions as you would like. Come for the entire time, or just a little while. Bring a friend, pack a picnic... 
the goal is to create in your medium of choice.

Sunday, May 01 - 4pm - sunset - Ellwood House Museum (restrooms will be open)
Sunday, May 15 - 4pm - sunset - Afton Prairie Park (second Parking Lot)
Sunday, June 05- 4pm - sunset - NIU Lagoon (parking available on Sunday)
Sunday, June 26 - 4pm - sunset - Shabbona State Park (3rd parking lot. Meet on the dam.)

UPCOMING DEMONSTRATORS
 June: salad supper, July: Mike Montavon- metalwork & jewelry, August: Glory Fraulein Wolfe - landscape painting, 
September: Phil Cuthbert - polymer clay figure artist, October: Vicki Crone - wall murals

KVAL ‘ON-LINE’
 The Member Gallery section of the KVAL website needs member info and photos. Please provide your name and 
title of each piece for no more than 10 pieces. Optional info you can provide is: contact info, prices, artist statement, artist 
bio, links, or artwork stories. Please email info and photos to publicity@kval.us or give a CD to David Wennemar at the 
next KVAL meeting. 
  KVAL is on Facebook, so please click the like button if you have a Facebook account to connect with KVAL. If 
you do not have a Facebook account, check it out anyway by clicking the Facebook icon on the KVAL website!

EXHIBITS

THE NEXT PICTURE SHOW EXHIBIT There's still time to get your artwork in!
If you wish to exhibit in the lower gallery in Dixon, please either call Tammy Shriver at 815-758-2606 or Barbara Grant at 
815-762-9939 before April 30 to make arrangements for drop off. You are limited to either one large piece over 18x24 or 
two smaller ones. They must have hanging wires on them, No saw tooth. The art league wants to have a good showing so 
we will be invited back again. 

EXHIBITS:
NIAS: NORTHERN ILLINOIS ART SHOW sponsored by KVAL   May 21 & 22 Downtown Sycamore.
Please bring 2 or 3 pieces of art work, suitably framed with wire hangers and tagged, to be exhibited in the KVAL booth,  
to Carleine Straka, 141 Greenwood Acre Dr. DK by May 18th. It will make it easier to hang the day of the show if I know 
how many pieces and sizes in advance. I will have tags at the meeting if needed. Please call to make arrangements to drop 
work off. 815-758-5268.  Tammy and I will be responsible for removal Sat. night and rehanging Sun a.m. Please pick up 
work Sunday between 3:30 and 4 pm and help with the show closing. Thanks!

It is with a heavy heart that I must stop down by the end of September as exhibit chairman. I have thoroughly 
enjoyed the challenge, loved getting to know you all better, and appreciate your cooperation in helping KVAL 
grow.
PLEASE CONSIDER TAKING THIS JOB!. I will be here to help with the transition until Oct. and  will always 
be willing to help with special  group exhibits when I am in town  Call or talk to me at the May meeting.  
Carleine Straka  815-758-5268  or doncarstraka@hotmail.com
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DEKALB CLINIC:  3 artists needed  tentatively May 28th  12 noon-  9 pcs allergy/psych,- 6 pcs cardiology,- 4 pcs 
mammography. Work will be on display until the end of August.  Please Volunteer!
TRAVELING EXHIBITS: Rotate art work the first week of June. Sycamore School Administration is back on the 
schedule.  
ARTISTS NEEDED!!  We have lost several locations and several artists as well. In order to continue our exposure in the 
community we need people willing to exhibit. Our traveling artists move work every 3 months: June, Sept, Dec. and 
March. If you can't commit to a full year please consider being on a sub list.  Exhibiting validates you as an artist, exposes 
your work to the area communities and offers  possibilities to sell your work.

ART AT ELLWOOD HOUSE: Mark your calendar for our next group show on July 3rd, 9 to 4 at the Elwood House 
Museum in DeKalb. This is a juried, fine arts show and we would like KVAL to be well represented.  Details to follow.

FRAMING INSTRUCTIONS FOR KVAL EXHIBITS: 2D work must be framed and equipped with proper hanging devices. NO 
SAWTOOTH HOOKS! If work comes in with improper hanging hardware, the work will not be hung. All other work ( 3D ) must be ready to install. 
Artwork with damaged frames will not be hung. All artwork must be delivered on the specified due date and time or will not be included. Once the 
KVAL Committee has installed the work, it WILL NOT BE MOVED. Also, work is to be identified with KVAL cards, not personal cards. 

KVAL VIDEO LIBRARY
LOOKING FOR NEW DVD's FOR KVAL: We are adding to the KVAL library in 2011. Don't forget to give Ken 
Ehrhart your recommendations for new DVD's at the meeting. Here are some sources to help you:
www.CCPVideos.com,  www.NorthLightShop.com,  www.cheapjoes.com,  www.artist-videos.com
 If you have a video out and have had it for awhile, please return it so that other members can view it. You will 
receive a call from Ken to remind you if it has been a while. Lots of very good instructional videos to choose from. If you 
have any art video you think the club members would like to see, let Ken know.

MEMBER’S NEWS
Erin Nolan: 1 acrylic commission; sale of two framed pieces; accepted to Starlight Gallery's Art of the Land in 
conjunction with The Land Conservancy in Harvard, IL; work being sent to "Reliefs for Relief" - an international portfolio 
collection being shown and sold in galleries throughout the world to benefit those affected by the earthquake and tsunami 
in Japan.
Sherry Patterson: Sat. April 16th  I went on an art adventure with the NIU Art Museum Get-on-the-bus trip. These trips 
are always worth going on. I highly recommend them. On this trip the first stop was Intuit: The Center for Intuitive and 
Outsider Art.  The exhibit "Architecture of Hope--The treasures of Intuit",  celebrates their 20th year and consists of works 
from the permanent collection. http://www.art.org/  We were given a private tour by the curator. New to me was the 
Robert A. Roth Study Center a library room which houses many related books on outsider art and monographs featuring 
many artists in the permanent collection. There is also a room that had been set up as the working corner of Henry 
Darger's studio.   http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Darger
  As part of our GTB trip we were fortunate to be invited to luncheon at  the loft apartment/condo of a member of 
the board of directors, Susann Craig. Her living space was designed by friend and architect Joanne Gang who designed the 
Aqua (Wave) building in Chicago. Besides the cool designed apt. Susann has an extensive collection of outsider art which 
we were privilege to view. Hard not to as it was all over the place. The building had been used for light industry and the 
area was huge. In the great room there was floor to 16 or higher foot ceiling shelving extra wide to hold the treasures and 
display them from both sides. She had many portraits having two people. A very valuable set included Jack Kennedy and 
a foreign dignitary on one panel and the wives on the other panel. In her words a higher value than the sum total of most 
of her collection. This is just an example of the special opportunities we get as GTB trip goers.
  We also went over to Columbia College's new Media Production Center for a quick look and did a sort of drive by 
the Aqua building before heading back to DeKalb.
 

 Welcome new member: Dorothea Bilder, DeKalb, IL
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UPCOMING SHOWS & COMPETITIONS

THE RICHESON 75: Still life & Abstract 2011 April 18- June 10, 2011
Kimberly, WI www.richeson75.com/callforentries.html

BLISS BEADS - DEKALB GALLERY.COM April 11 - May 7, 2011  Local Artists Exhibit

WATERCOLOR ‘11 - Norris Gallery, St. Charles March 12 -April 30, 2011
Water based media on different surfaces,  www.norrisculturalarts.com 630-584-7200 Ext. 14

35th TWSA NATIONAL EXHIBIT May 7 - July 31, 2011
Transparent Watercolor Exhibit TWSAEXHIBITION @aol.com

THE NEXT PICTURE SHOW - KVAL Members May 6 - Jun 4, 2011
Dixon, IL See Barb Grant for details Reception May 6, from 6:00 - 8:00 PM,  www.The Next Picture Show.org

REAGAN & HIS RANCH International Show May 6 - Jun 4, 2011
The Next Picture Show, Dixon, IL, Reception May 6, from 6:00 - 8:00 PM

27th ILLINOIS WATERCOLOR SOCIETY SHOW Jun 10 - Jul 16, 2011
The Next Picture Show Gallery Deadline Apr 9, 2011, Dixon, IL 
www.TheNextPictureShow.org, Reception & Demo, Sat., June 11

THE RICHESON 75: Landscape 2011 June 24 - Aug 26, 2011
Kimberly, WI Deadline Mar 28, 2011, www.richeson75.com/callforentries.html

INFLUENCES/ART HISTORY MADE EASY Aug 5 - Sept 10, 2011
The Next Picture Show, Dixon, IL Deadline, July 5, 2011, www.TheNextPictureShow.org

FARM & BARNS 7 - All Media Sept 16 - Oct 22
The Next Picture Show, Dixon, IL Deadline Aug 9, 2011

THE RICHESON 75: Figure & Portrait 2011 Sept 9 - Nov 4, 2011
Kimberly, WI Deadline June 10, 2011, www.richeson75.com/callforentries.html

SHADES OF GREY - All Media Oct 28 - Nov 26, 2011
The Next Picture Show, Dixon, IL Deadline Sept 27, 2011, www.TheNextPictureShow.org

THE GRAPEVINE
A Quarterly Directory of Arts & Crafts Shows, ( $29 for 4 issues ), www.grpvne.com

CRAFTER’S BLUE BOOK, Lists Arts & Craft Fairs and Fine Arts Festivals in 14 states in the heartland
1-888-206-6311 www.craftersbluebook.net

WEB SITES
www.artcalendar.com
www.artdeadlineslist.com
www.artfaircalendar.com

2011 ART FAIR DIRECTORY, IL ARTS COUNCIL, www.state.il.us/agency/iac or email to: iac.info@illinois.gov

WORKSHOPS In The Area
BLISS BEADS STUDIO & GALLERY - DeKalb, IL
Contact Allison Johnson 815-517-0164 www.blissbeadstudio.com for schedule

THE NEXT PICTURE SHOW - Dixon, IL
Variety of Workshops Available www.TheNextPictureShow.org

DILLMAN’S CREATIVE ARTS FOUNDATION, ART@DILLMANS.COM or www.dillmans.com 715-588-3143

TWSA WATERCOLOR WORKSHOPS, www.watercolors.org or Suzanne Hetzel 847-372-5622

THE ART ATTACK - Sycamore, IL, Susan Edwards 815-899-9440 www.sycamoreartattack.org
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