
The Kishwaukee Valley Art League ( KVAL ) was formed in 1972 to support the arts in the Kishwaukee Valley area. Our purpose is to 
encourage the practice and appreciation of the arts in all media and to educate people within the community.

OCTOBER 2010 Newsletter
OCTOBER  MEETING

Board meeting: 6:30pm, Thursday, October 7, 2010, at the Unitarian Universalist Church, 
158 North Fourth St., DeKalb,IL
General meeting: 7:30pm, Thursday, October 7, 2010 at the same location. 
Refreshments will be provided this month by Tammy Shriver and Pam Bradford.

  OCTOBER PROGRAM

 Woodblock printmaker, Alfred Stark, of DeKalb, IL will 
be the guest demonstrator at this month’s meeting of The 
Kishwaukee Valley Art League. The demonstration will focus on 
Moku Hanga woodblock printmaking using
traditional Japanese printing tools. “Moku” is the Japanese word 
for wood, and “hanga” means print.
 Stark has an associates degree in art from Kishwaukee 
Community College and a bachelors degree in fine art, with an 
emphasis in drawing, from Northern Illinois University. Stark has 
been studying woodblock printmaking for the last seven years on 
his own.
 “Percepts precede concepts” is a motto for Stark. He 
carves, prints, carves, prints, carves, prints, while gradually 
learning what the materials teach him and the subject matter and 
content begin to develop from there. His
“style” grows from a sincere love of both subject matter and the 
materials used to depict it. Stark can’t imagine ever growing tired 
of woodblock printmaking as there is always something new to 
try around the corner. In the immortal words of Ed Wood, “The 
next one will be better.”
 Artwork by Stark has been shown in several juried 
regional and national shows such as the Rockford Midwestern 
Biennial (2008, 2010), Parkside National Small Print Exhibition 
(2008), Norris Cultural Center Vicinity Show (2007, 2008, 2009), 
Norris Cultural Center’s “Whimsy” (2010). To see more of 
Stark’s work or to send him a message please visit, 
www.alfredstark.etsy.com and www.flickr.com/photos/
dakokichidekalb
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CLUB NOTES
President's Letter:
 Our October artist, Al Stark, will demonstrate the Japanese printmaking technique called Moku Hanga, which 
literally means wood print. It is known for the watercolor-like softness and transparency of the inks used. It is an amazing 
process and I know you will want to attend this meeting!
 Your board is already busy making preparations for next year's Northern Illinois Art Show. It is our fundraiser for 
the year. So, if you like the presentations that you see and want to see more, please consider doing your part to help out 
your art league.
 The KVAL Show at the DeKalb Borders looks great! That you to all the artists who are participating! If you 
haven't had a chance to see this show stop by before it comes down the morning of October 9th (10am).
Thank you! Erin Nolan

Upcoming Demonstrators:  November 4: Lori Tolliver - Traditional Beading Techniques,  December 2: Denise Funfsin - 
Mixed Media, Encaustic Painting & Collage

MEMBERSHIP
 This years directory will be available at the October meeting, please pick up one to save postage. If there is a 
mistake with your information please let Barbara Grant know.
 We have several new members, thanks for joining.  If you have questions or want more information about 
something, do not hesitate to ask a board member.

EXHIBITS
 I hope everyone got their work moved without any problems.  Please contact me if a location needs new hangers 
or any changes occur. The Sycamore School Administration is remodeling so we will not have them on the schedule at 
this time. Also the Dermatology/Ophthalmology room at the DeKalb Clinic is being used for exams and not suitable for 
viewing art. I will need 3 volunteers for the December rotation at the clinic.( 9,6, and 4 pieces.) No new shows in October, 
but mark your calendar for the Egyptian Theatre November 6th at 9 a.m. until December 18, 9a.m.
BORDERS BOOKS:  Stop by and see our latest group show.  53 pieces by 19 artists. Great Showing of the creativity and 
diversity of our group. Welcome to Jim Dester a new member and exhibitor. Take down will be at 10 a.m.
Saturday, October 9th. Let me know if you know of any locations for rotation or group shows.
Carleine Straka, exhibit director
EGYPTIAN THEATRE EXHIBIT:  Set up for the exhibit will be Nov. 6th at 9:00am and take down Dec. 18th at 
9:00am.  Date of a reception will be announced at a later date.

FRAMING INSTRUCTIONS FOR KVAL EXHIBITS
 2D work must be framed and equipped with proper hanging devices. NO SAWTOOTH HOOKS! If work comes in with improper hanging 
hardware, the work will not be hung. All other work ( 3D ) must be ready to install. Artwork with damaged frames will not be hung. All artwork must 
be delivered on the specified due date and time or will not be included. Once the KVAL Committee has installed the work, it WILL NOT BE 
MOVED. Also, work is to be identified with KVAL cards, not personal cards. 

KVAL VIDEO LIBRARY
 The Art League has art videos for your viewing. If you have a video out and have had it for awhile, please return it so that 
other members can view it. You will receive a call from Ken to remind you if it has been a while. Lots of very good instructional 
videos to choose from. If you have any art video you think the club members would like to see, let Ken know.

KVAL is having a contest! 
We are looking to our talented membership to come up with a logo for our NIAS (Northern Illinois Art Show). Next 
year will be our 40th Show! The logo should be fairly simple in design and be submitted by the October meeting. A 
hand drawn sketch is fine - it can be finished later. A $50 gift certificate will be given to the winning artist. See 
attached entry form.

Needed: KVAL Philanthropy Director:
Duties:
¥ Coordinate with the local 4H to award young artists during one meeting a year
¥ To seek out areas of philanthropy and take action
¥ To attend meetings and report to the Kishwaukee Valley Art League Board members
¥ To briefly update KVAL members as to the philanthropic activities being undertaken during the general meetings
This is a very easy job and anyone will be able to fill the position. Why not you? If interested, please contact Erin 
Nolan at president@kval.us
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MEMBER’S NEWS
Larry Bond: My watercolor entitled  "That Pink Elephant" has been accepted for the "Pink Palette" show at the Next 
Picture Show in Dixon.  The show starts October 1 and runs through November 2.  The show is to benefit and publicize 
Breast Cancer month.

Susan Edwards:
Watercolor Painting
Watercolor basics will be taught, among the topics covered will be: how to compose a painting, the use of shapes, how 
values are used to simplify and add impact, the basic of perspective, color mixing and color schemes. Instructor: Susan 
Edwards Ages 12 to Adult 
Wednesdays, Oct 6 Ð Nov 10,  7 – 9:00 pm   
Class Fee: $75, some supplies included, others list at first lesson
 Jewelry Classes
Simple Beading – learn the basics of beading, how to start how to end and other essentials. Ages 12 to Adult, Sept 22, or 
Oct 5, 6:30 – 9 pm; make necklace, bracelet and earrings; Cost:$40 for basic glass beads, added cost for fancier beads
Girl Friend Fun – grab your girl friend and make necklaces that match, or do something on your own. Friday Oct 15, 6:30 
– 9, $25
Wire Wrapping – take a precious stone and learn how to wrap it with wire to make pendant jewelry. Ages 12 to Adult    
Cost: $40, Oct 24, 2 – 4:00 pm
go to sycamoreartattack.org or call 815-899-9440 to ask questions or register
ARTIST WALK 2010
October 2 from 1:00 - 7:00,  Tickets are $10 (12 & under Free) to benefit the Art Attack
Buy tickets at:
The Art Attack  - 215 W. Elm Street, Sycamore
DeKalb Area CVB  -  164 E. Lincoln Highway
Bliss Beads  -  Lincoln Highway, DeKalb and at the show sponsor Hauser Ross  -  2240 Gateway Drive, Sycamore
It works the same way a house walk works except you go from artist studio to artist studio. Visit Artist's studios: see their 
newest work - some in progress, see them work and talk about their artistic process. The Art Walk is an excellent way to 
view and buy original art from the artists in your local area, from upcoming artists to museum quality ones. Several of our 
own artists will be involved: Carliene Straka, Erin Nolan, Linda Mekshes, and Susan Edwards.

Erin Nolan  is showing at: "Art Walk" to benefit the Art Attack School of Art. Erin will be working at the Regal Center 
behind MVP in Sycamore on October 2 ,2010 1–7pm, at Art of the Land: a benefit for the Land Conservancy of McHenry 
County, IL September 24-25-26 where Erin sold 6 pieces over the weekend and was able to donate $500 towards The 
Land Conservancy (TLC) of McHenry County. , and also at  the "cricket & sparrow" Show at Kishwaukee College 
Gallery November 1 - November 30. Artist reception: Wednesday, November 3, 5-7 pm

Carleine Straka is being featured  at a solo show titled "From Taos to Tuscany, a creative journey"  at Bliss Beads Studio 
and Gallery, DeKalb from September 13 to October 2nd. Carleine will be exhibiting watercolors, soft and oil pastels. 

Tamara Sriver and Pam Bradford: Both had a successful showing at the Grand Detour Arts Festival on Sept. 12th. While 
both made some sales; Tammy also won a Purchase Award for her work. The John Deere Museum in Grand Detour is a 
very lovely setting to have an art show.

UPCOMING SHOWS & COMPETITIONS

PINK PALETTE/WOMAN SHOW  Oct 1 - Nov 2, 2010
Fund raiser for breast cancer. Public to vote for $1 a vote. Includes Photography
www.TheNextPictureShow.org  Dixon, IL

THE RICHESON 75: Figure/Portrait  Sept 2 - Oct 25, 2010
Kimberly, Wisconsin www.richeson75.com/callforentries.html

WOODLAWN ARTS ACADEMY Juried Show  Sept. 3 - Nov. 17, 2010
Promotes local artists in Sauk Valley 
Sterling, IL  815-626-4278
dweeks@woodlawnartsacademy.com
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BORDERÕS ART EXHIBIT - KVAL Members Sept11 - Oct 9, 2010
Set up on Sat., Sept 11, 8:30AM.   Take down on Oct 9, 10:00AM
Carleine Straka handling

VICINITY Ô10 - All Media Sept 25 - Nov 13, 2010
Norris Gallery, St. Charles, IL 
www.norrisculturalarts.com 

THE RICHESON 75: Landscape, Seascape & Nov 10 - Jan 10, 2011
Architectural - Kimberly, WI  www.richeson75.com/callforentries.html

SHADES OF GREY 6 - All Mediums Nov 5 - Jan 3, 2011
The Next Picture Show - Dixon, IL  Deadline Oct 5, 2010
www.TheNextPictureShow.org

LAKE COUNTY HERITAGE FARM FOUNDATION  Aug 21 - Nov 14, 2010
The Farm: Images From the Heartland 
art @lchff.org   for a prospectus

EGYPTIAN THEATRE EXHIBIT - KVAL Members  Nov 6 - Dec 18, 2010
See Linda Groat for details

SURFACE EXPLORATIONS  
Jan 15 - Feb 26, 2011
2D & 3D Explorations of surface variations Deadline Nov 15, 2010
Norris Gallery, St. Charles, IL
www.norrisculturalarts.com

WATERCOLOR Ô10 March 12 - May 7, 2011
Water based media on different surfaces Deadline Jan 10, 2011
Norris Gallery St. Charles, www.norrisculturalarts.com,  
630-584-7200 Ext. 14

ILLINOIS WATERCOLOR SOCIETY SHOW  May 6, 2011 Opening Reception
The Next Picture Show Gallery 
Deadline Feb 6, 2011
Dixon, IL   www.TheNextPictureShow.org

THE GRAPEVINE, A Quarterly Directory of Arts & Crafts Shows
( $29 for 4 issues ), www.grpvne.com!

CRAFTERÕS BLUE BOOK
Lists Arts & Craft Fairs and Fine Arts Festivals in 14 states in the heartland
1-888-206-6311   www.craftersbluebook.net

WEB SITES: www.artcalendar.com,  www.artdeadlineslist.com,  www.artfaircalendar.com

2010 ART FAIR DIRECTORY ILLINOIS ARTS COUNCIL
www.state.il.us/agency/iac
or email to:  iac.info@illinois.gov

WORKSHOPS In The Area

BLISS BEADS STUDIO & GALLERY
Jewelry Making
DeKalb, IL, Contact Allison Johnson  815-517-0164  www.blissbeadstudio.com  
for schedule

THE NEXT PICTURE SHOW
Dixon, IL, Variety of Workshops Available,   Check schedules at  www.TheNextPictureShow.org

DILLMANÕS CREATIVE ARTS FOUNDATION
715-588-3143, ART@DILLMANS.COM,     WWW.DILLMANS.COM
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